
 

Tall Pines Camp 

ANNUAL NEWSLETTER 
Announcements, Updates, and 2020 Pricing... 

 

A Big Big Thank You! 
WELL… our first year is officially in the books!!! We  would like to thank each and every 
guest who made it to Tall Pines this season.  As new camp owners this year, we 
learned so much from you, and appreciate all the positive feedback and 
encouragement.  You truly made it a very enjoyable and memorable year. From 
veterans who have been coming for years and know the Wabby blindfolded to 
newcomers who just took it all in, it was a pleasure getting to know you, hear  your 
stories, and help create one of a kind memories.  You’ve been incredibly supportive, 
and it has meant so much to us. 
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We would also especially like to thank Earl and Patsy.  From greeting guests at the 
dock to filleting fish, to weed-wacking and helping keep Tall Pines looking so amazing- 
-not to mention assisting Ryan with all his “random” projects-  we are tremendously 
grateful to Earl for going above and beyond at Tall Pines.  We are thrilled to 
announce they will be returning for the 2020 season! 

What a year!  It is still kind of surreal that  our rookie season as owners is over.  It kind 
of went by in a blur looking back on it.  We’ve come so far since Andrea’s newsletter 
announcement last fall, and since the official closing in February.  Andrea was right- 
this endeavor has been bold and has challenged us in ways we never imagined.  We’ve 
learned a lot, and know there is still so much more learning to do; but the good news 
is that we don’t have any regrets, and look forward to many more memorable years up 
at Tall Pines. 

Here are some of the improvements we made to camp this season: 

● Custom made green shutters outside most cabins 
● Custom made rod holders in most cabins 
● Custom made coffee tables and end tables in cabins 3,5,6,7 
● Rope rail on stairs and dock 
● Eagle’s Nest kitchen updating 
● Office remodel 
● 2 new water heaters 
● Cabin 2 tear down of interior walls and front porch 
● Laundry House updates 
● AED Defibrillator 
● Beach area cleanup and addition of adirondack chairs 
● Leveling all the dock platforms 
● Decorative touches in cabins such as pillows, lamps, wall hangings 
● Kayaks and  custom made bean bag games 

And the new septic field/system that Steve and Andrea had begun in 2017 is finally 
completed!  We look forward to not seeing construction equipment on site next 
season and appreciate everyone’s patience during its completion. 
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We are excited to announce that we are currently working on the following for 
the 2020 season (fingers crossed): 

● 2 new 40 Horsepower boats… No more 30 HP upgrade 
● New electronics on upgrade boats and rental electronics for 25 HP boats 
● New cribbing under cabins  5, 6, and 7 
● Cabin 2 new deck with screened in porch, new bathroom, new kitchen 
● Cabin staining  
● Multiple metal handle bars on docks for climbing in/out of boats 

We’re also listening to your feedback and have some future projects to improve camp 
over the next several years: 

● Cabin 4 updates 
● New windows for cabins 3, 5, 6, and 7 
● New trolling motors for boat upgrades (more thrust) 
● Online apparel store 

2020 Pricing: 
We will have a modest price increase for 2020 to help make these improvements 
possible: 

● Cabin Only = $520 (per person) + taxes 
● Cabin/Boat Package = $630  (per person) + taxes 
● 40 hp Upgraded Boats = $200 (per boat, not per person) + taxes 
● Campsites will remain at $50 a night + taxes; tent sites $25 a night + taxes 

While we feel this increase is necessary and we kept it as minimal as possible, we also 
understand this is different from 2019 prices.   If you will need to adjust or cancel your 
2020 reservation because of this, please contact us at your earliest convenience. 
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Specials: 

● Summer Special:  July 5-11th week  (6 days/nights) SAVE $100 PER EACH 
ADULT! 

● Fall Special (September/October):  20% off cabin and boat rentals  (prior to 
taxes). ***Starts August 29th week***  

● Kids Discounts:  ages 0-5 are still free; ages 6-15 are discounted significantly: 
○ ½ off adult price in June 
○ $125 per kid in July/August/September 
○ Note: Kids do not count toward cabin minimums 

 

Payment Methods: 
● Did you know we accept Venmo?  Venmo is a free app that can debit  money 

from your checking account to us.  There is no fee to use this service! Consider 
downloading this app on your phone prior to leaving the U.S. 

● Visa and Mastercard Credit card payment methods will still be accepted but the 
fee to use will now be 4% 

● We will continue to accept cash and personal checks as our preferred form of 
payment. 

 

2020 Sports Show Schedule: 

Tinley Park Illinois Fishing Show           February 8-9 
Rock Island QCCA Fishing, Hunting, and Outdoor Adventure Show           February 13-16 
Madison Wisconsin Fishing Expo at the Alliant Energy Center            February 28-March 1 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel Sports Show                                                               March 4-8 
Possible Additional Shows: 

● Schaumburg Chicagoland Fishing Expo           January 
23-26 

● Pheasant Run All Canada Show          January 9-12 
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Other News: 
We sadly share the passing of some longtime guests.  Gary Ebben, one of our anglers 
from opener week, passed away the day after their annual meeting to plan this year’s 
Canada trip.  He had never really fished before coming to Tall Pines a few years ago, 
but quickly fell in love with the Wabaskang as well as Tall Pines.  Gary was a great 
friend and shared his joy of fishing with his buddies by  yelling “WALLEYE” as loud as 
he could after each walleye he caught.  Jim Boots and his crew now carry on Gary’s 
tradition of yelling “WALLEYE” every now and then as a tribute of sorts.  I’m sure Gary 
will be listening from above for that magical word come next May. 

Ed Gabreyna, did get his trip in this year, but it would be his last.   Ed always looked 
forward to his annual trip to Tall Pines, and had a smile on his face when he was here. 
As one of his fishing buddies said it best, Ed was one of the good guys.  It was a joy to 
spend time with him.   Bridget remembers his spirit radiating throughout camp, and 
appreciated how he was such the gentlemen and charmer.   Ed will be missed. (If you 
saw our Veteran’s Day post on Facebook, Ed was the one in the middle).   While there 
were a few guests that had to cut their trips short due to medical issues,  all updates 
have been positive and we hope everyone is in good health.  

Potluck: We had an online survey through tallpinescamp.com about your 
preferred day of doing Potluck.  We will continue to get feedback over the winter and 
will let you know by opener.  

Contest for Best Big Fish Pic!  Vote for your favorite Big 

Fish Pic from the 2019 gallery at TallPinesCamp.com    This works best on a computer. 
Simply click on the picture you like best and note it’s label (i.e.  “walleye2.jpeg”) and 
send that to us via email.  You can also copy/paste pic into email if that’s easier.  The 
winner will be announced in January and will receive $100 credit to use in 
gift/tackle shop! (one vote per email please).  Also, keep checking our Facebook 
Page/ Instagram/and website for some fun posts to help pass the winter months, and 
the blog will pick back up in  April.  

 

5 

 

http://tallpinescamp.com/


 

 

 

2020 Bookings: 
Thank you to those that have already booked for 2020.   We look forward to meeting 
more of the Tall Pines regulars that took the ‘19 season off, but plan on returning this 
coming year. We are already incredibly excited for the 2020 season, and hope you can 
be a part of it. 

Deposits required to secure cabin/boat reservations will remain at $100 per person. 
All reservations that have not been secured by deposits at this time have been 
released.  You should have received an email confirmation if you paid a deposit.  If you 
have any questions about your stay/deposit, please let us know. 

For those that would like to inquire about remaining availability, you can either email 
us at info@tallpinescamp.com or you can call Ryan directly on his cell at 708-602-1806 
during the off-season. 
We are so grateful  for all the blessings that have come into our lives this year.  We 
hope that you, our Tall Pines Family, have a blessed Thanksgiving with your loved 
ones and a great holiday season! 

 

Warmest wishes, 

Ryan and Bridget 
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